
 

Nurture. Inspire. Prepare.  

15th December 2021 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
Festive spirit has filled the school over the last two weeks! Given the disruption our children 
experienced linked to Covid-19 in previous years, we were determined to sprinkle some magic. 
We have had Christmas carols, performances, discos, festive experiences and we have even 
had a visit from Santa. It was especially exciting to welcome parents to our performances! We 
hope that the children have thoroughly enjoyed these magical experiences and will remember 
them in years to come.  
 

  
 

This has been without doubt the most difficult term since our opening at Streethay. Illnesses, 
for both staff and the children have impacted attendance. The expansion of the school was 
very prevalent at the start of term with many new staff members, families to welcome and 
children to settle. In addition, the changing nature of Covid-19 measures and pressures made 
planning ahead very difficult. I would like to thank all staff and parents (old and new) for their 
support ensuring we maintain the strong ethos we created during previous years. The children 
at Streethay are incredibly lucky to be at the centre of such a supportive and proactive school 
community.  
 

School Calendar 
In order to ensure events are communicated in a timely manner we will be sharing events and 
dates ahead of each new half-term via a new tab on our website called ‘School Calendar’. 
Please click here to be re-directed to the overview of events for Spring 1.  
 

Covid-19 
Please note we have not got plans to change any of our protective measures anytime soon. I 
will review the published guidance after 31st December and endeavour to update you should 
our measures or the national situation change in any way.  
  

On behalf of the staff team at Streethay, please can I wish all our parents and children a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

Warm regards  

 
Mr Taylor 

http://www.streethayprimary.org.uk/parent-information/school-calendar


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Values and Traits  
Values and traits are promoted during 
assemblies and within classrooms. Below are 
the whole school focuses for the next half-
term: 

 

 
 

We will also have assembly focuses linked to 
Internet Safety and we will deliver part of the 

NSPCC Speak Out programme to KS1 
pupils.  

 

 
Our school target for attendance is 97%. It has 
been a very difficult term with many illnesses 
in addition to Covid-19 impacting attendance. 
Whilst below our target our attendance is 
significantly higher compared to national data. 
Thank you for your support!  
 
We would like all parents to be aware that 
regardless of the reason we are required to 
monitor attendance that is below our target 
and more specifically below 90%.  

 

Class Attendance Breakdown 

Sunflowers  95% 

Rabbits 97% 

Meadow  96% 

Badgers 96% 

Total 96% 

   
Nursery Funded Place Attendance  
Please be aware we are required to report 
attendance of children claiming free hours to 
the local authority. Where a child has more 
than 15 days absence within a year the local 
authority can ask us to revoke the funded 
place.   

At Streethay we believe all children should be 
celebrated. Teachers choose daily Silver 
Stars, weekly Gold Stars and Half Term Stars 
for a variety of reasons linked to our values, 
traits and the Characteristics of Effective 
Learning (EYFS). 
 
Well done to the following children whose 
efforts and achievements have been 
recognised this half term. 
 
Team Daisies – Myles and Mila 
Team Daffodils – Noah H and Edward  
Team Sunflowers – Ethan and Celena 
Team Rabbits – Thorpe and Zac  
Team Meadow – Isabelle P and Alex 
Team Badgers – Amelia M 
 

 
Each half-term every Teacher chooses a child 
who always does the right thing. These 
children are consistent role models of our 
values, traits and school rules. We think these 
children are AWESOME!  
 
Well done to; Hetty, Clark, Isaac T, Mia S and 
Vincent. These children were rewarded and 
met with Mr Taylor to decorate biscuits to be 
later shared with the classes.   
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As the school grows and we expand our team we are constantly reviewing and updating our 
curriculum. Over the next half-term we will be updating the information on our website about 
our approaches to learning.  
 
Phonics and Early Reading  
In response to research papers and recommendations made by the Department for Education 
around reading we have implemented a new approach called Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised. This approach is aligned with our previous scheme but includes more of a 
mastery approach to the acquisition of reading skills. As part of the implementation all children 
in Reception, Year 1 and some Year 2 children are having the following: 

• Two daily phonics sessions 

• Daily group reading sessions that work on automaticity, prosody (intonation and 
expression) and comprehension.  

 
The commitment of Team Streethay to this approach goes above and beyond the 
recommendations and I am certain our children will make very rapid progress.  
 
Reading books  
We have purchased specific reading books that are matched to the scheme. The focus of 
reading in Reception and Year 1 is on automaticity. The research behind the scheme indicates 
that texts read with children should be 95% decodable for children to develop reading 
confidence and fluency. After Christmas we will be switching our home reading books to 
eBooks that are matched to the books read in sessions at school. Children will also continue 
bring home a library reader.  
 
We are planning a parent webinar about the new approach, in the meantime if you would like 
to find out more please use the link below: 
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 
 

 
Our innovative curriculum approach is inspired by the ideas of Valerie Hannon. Valerie places 
great emphasis on the role that technology will play in the lives of our children in future 
adulthood. At Streethay, being a new and young school we believe we are uniquely placed to 
ensure our children are educated in the use of technology before they are fully emerced in it.  
I am pleased to announce that we have recently purchased and installed iPads across school. 
EYFS and KS1 classes have 15 iPads each and in Team Badgers we have implemented 
individually assigned iPads. In the future we hope that KS2 children will take these iPads home 
to support accessing learning. We are receiving support from specialists within Shaw 
Education Trust to best use this resource and impact upon learning.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


 
 
 
 
 

Covid Recovery  
I wanted to share some information about our 
priorities for recovering lost learning due to 
previous lockdowns.  
 
School led tutoring for Reading and Maths is in 
place across Rabbits, Meadow and Badgers to 
support learners who we feel need a boost.  
 
An online tutoring programme called Lexia is 
also in place to support learners progressing 
with reading and specifically comprehension 
skills.  
 
Assessments 
In Rabbits, Meadow and Badgers we are 
utilising subject linked assessments to identify 
gaps in learning. We then recover these gaps 
in two ways: 

• ‘Fix it Friday’ sessions for specific one-
off coverage of objectives we need to 
recover. 

• Integration of some objectives into 
planned sequences of learning, or 
opportunistic teaching focuses.   

Our enrichment aligns with our values and traits and our mission to nurture, inspire and 
prepare our children. We aim to provide a range of opportunities for children to engage with 
learning, explore interests and develop skills needed to contribute to society.   
 
Over the year all children will benefit from the following opportunities within the school day 
as part of our curriculum offer: 

• Forest school sessions (Miss Thornewill)   

• Drama and oracy sessions (Lichfield Stagecoach) 

• Wellbeing sessions bespoke to age and class. E.g. mindfulness approaches.  

• Healthy eating sessions (Worship Cookery School) 

• French lessons (Kidslingo) 

• Music sessions (Music Bus/Entrust Services)  
In addition to the above Dean Willets from Progressive Sports supports all classes in 
Physical Education once weekly.  
 
We will continue to offer two sports led after school clubs. As the year progresses and when 
Covid-19 pressures subside we would hope to offer further after school extra-curricular 
clubs.  
 
You may already be aware that we have started to plan and carry out school trips. This is 
an exciting next step for us, and we hope that these trips inspire our children.   
 
 
 

Pupil Premium Funding  
The school receives additional funding for 
pupils identified as Pupil Premium. Below is a 
summary of our approach this academic year. 
 
Whole School Strategies  

• Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
resources and training 

• Whole school training to promote 
oracy across school (Voice 21 project) 

• Expanding ICT provisions across 
school 

 
Targeted Strategies  

• Speech and Language Therapist 
support 

• Little Wandle phonics and reading 
interventions  

 
Other Approaches 

• Financial support accessing 
enrichment (trips and after school 
clubs) 

• Educational Welfare service  

• Provision for Mental Health and Family 
Support service (Malachi) 


